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For information on the Madison County Blueprint for Safety:

Hope’s Wings Domestic Violence Program
www.hopeswings.com

(859) 623-4095

info@hopeswings.org

For more information about the original Saint Paul Blueprint for
Safety, go to:

Saint Paul Police Department
www.stpaul.gov/departments/police/blueprint-safety

Saint Paul and Ramsey County Domestic Abuse Intervention Project

www.Sstpaulintervention.orqg

For more information about the Blueprint for Safety, and to
access training, assistance and materials, go to:

Praxis International
WWW.praxisinternational.org

651-699-8000
blueprint@ praxisinternational.org
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The Madison County

Blueprint for Safety

An Interagency Response to
Domestic Violence Crimes

Adapted from the Saint Paul Blueprint for Safety

Archbishop Desmond Tutu tells us that justice demands three things:
that the truth be told, that to whatever extent possible the harm be repaired,

and that the conditions that gave rise to the injustice be forever altered.

The Blueprint is dedicated to all people whose bodies bear the marks of
this injustice and to those who are committed to altering the conditions

that give rise to this devastating form of violence.
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The Blueprint for Safety was created in the City of Saint Paul in 2010 at the urging of
ISAIAH—a coalition of 100 faith congregations—and through the collective work of ten
agencies with leadership by the St. Paul Police Department, St. Paul City Attorney’s
Office, the St. Paul and Ramsey County Domestic Abuse Intervention Project, and Praxis
International. This initiative was begun when St. Paul conducted a Safety and
Accountability Audit with funding from the Office on Violence Against Women.
Subsequently, the Minnesota State Legislature appropriated funds to the City of St. Paul
to develop the project that became known as the Blueprint for Safety.

Praxis subsequently produced a universal Blueprint for Safety for adaptation by
communities across the country and was selected by the federal Office on Violence
Against Women to implement the Blueprint for Safety Adaptation Demonstration
Initiative (in partnership with the Battered Women’s Justice Project) to test the
adaptability of the Blueprint in three jurisdictions: New Orleans, Louisiana; Shelby
County/Memphis, Tennessee; and Duluth, Minnesota. In 2015 three additional sites—
Marquette County, Michigan; Midland County, Michigan; and Richmond, Kentucky—
received funds from OVW to adapt the Blueprint. Other sites around the country have
adapted this work as well using other funding sources.

On March 9, 2018, Madison County adopted its adaptation of the Blueprint for Safety.
We wish to acknowledge the important contributions of the following agencies and
individuals:

Hope’s Wings

Hope’s Wings co-developed the vision for this project and provided assistance to all
project partners in drafting and developing the enclosed policies. Hope’s Wings
advocates participated in the practice assessment activities with the criminal legal
system agencies, attended advocate focus groups or provided consultations to the
Blueprint writers.

e Jennifer Lainhart, Executive Director and Blueprint for Safety Interagency
Coordinator

e Suzanne Howell, Blueprint for Safety Advocate
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CITY OF RICHMOND

P.O. Box 250 - 239 W. Main St.
Richmond, KY 40476
www.richmond.ky.us

We are happy to convey to you the collective work of our victim service providers and justice
system agencies that took up the challenge to write a blueprint for our community as we struggle
with the destruction caused by violence in our homes. The “Madison County Blueprint for
Safety” is proud to be the first in our state to work collaboratively to develop a comprehensive
approach for our justice system to address crimes of domestic violence more effectively.

When writing policies and protocols for so many agencies we often heard people say, “Well, this
isn’t a policy it’s just what we do” or, “No need to write that down, everybody knows to do that.”
Indeed, over ninety percent of what is in the Blueprint is done by at least some practitioners some
of the time. The Blueprint is the only document like it in the country, however, for two reasons.
First, it is written as one document, with a chapter for each agency and each chapter inextricably
linked to the whole. It is not a collection of good policies, but a collective policy. Second, the
Blueprint operates on three levels simultaneously: on the level of (1) what victims need to be safe,
(2) what practitioners need from each other to do their jobs, and (3) what is required by each
worker and agency to hold the offender accountable.

Crafting the Blueprint was no small feat; implementing it will require even more commitment on
the part of the agencies, their leaders, and the countless practitioners that make up this massive
entity called the criminal justice system. That commitment begins with a reading of the Blueprint
that is motivated by a good faith attempt to make it come alive and realize it’s very ambitious
goal. The Blueprint envisions a response that holds that every victim is worth fighting for and
every abuser must be held accountable. We hope that the Blueprint inspires other Kentucky
communities to make a similar commitment to its goals and process of review and change.

We are grateful for the opportunity to have created the Blueprint for Madison County and
humbled by the prospects of what now lies ahead to fully implement its promise.

Sincerely

O Bvsne”

Mayor Jim Bames

(859) 623-1000 - TDD 1# 1-800-247-2510 — FAX #: (859) 623-7618
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